
 

 

 

 

 

  

ADORNING THE DOCTRINE 
 

   The world is watching. We are under surveillance. Few read the Bible; they are, 
however, reading us daily. Scripture tells us to adorn the doctrine of God in all 
things. We adorn the doctrine daily by… 
 

Not being a hypocrite. When we preach one thing and practice another, we give the 
world an occasion to speak against the word of God. Paul told the church at Rome, 
For the name of God is spoken against because of you. Has the name of God, the 
church, Jesus, Christianity, the Bible, been spoken against because of our behavior? 
Too many of us profess, but do not perform. We preach, but do not practice. We 
talk, but do not walk. We confess, but do not transform. The world points to our 
hypocrisy and the Word is criticized. The doctrine is put to shame. God help me put 
on the breastplate of righteousness! 
 

Not being divisive. Today’s religious division has left the impression that the Word 
of God cannot be understood, much less applied to life. The world is asking; are 
conflicting and contradictory doctrines taught in the Bible? If so, how can the Bible 
be a book of truth? Jesus said, Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth. 
 

Something is wrong! Does the fault lie with the word of God, or with our teachings? 
Let the Word of God be true and every man a liar. For God is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace. God’s Word does not authorize division but pleads for, 
demands and commands unity. Unity is possible only when people give up the 
creeds, doctrines, private interpretations, personal preferences and the “think so’s” 
written by men. We must take the Bible and the Bible only. This is what it means to 
adorn the doctrine. Are we willing? 
 

Not being inconsistent. When we claim to follow the Word and then attempt to 
explain away clear Biblical teachings, we blaspheme the will of God before the world 
with our inconsistency. We must consider what the Bible says on such things as 
gossip, drunkenness, dress, submission to authority, divorce, pornography, abortion, 
the responsibility of parents, racism and a thousand other subjects as we strive to 
become the person and people God calls us to be. 
 

Let us challenge one another to prayerfully consider these words on adorning the 
doctrine… 

 …in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those 
who believe. (1Tim 4.12) 

 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. (2Tim 2.15) 

 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you... (Col 3.16) 

 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ… (Phil 1.27).  

 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Matt 5.16) 

 …work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and 
innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world... (Phil 2:12-16) 

 

Adorn the doctrine! May God bless us as we do. 
 

With brotherly affection - Andy 


