
 

 

 

 

 

  

WHAT’S THE PROPER DRESS CODE? 
 

  Without a doubt many Christians and congregations struggle with the issue of proper dress 
for public worship. But the hard truth is that very few NT Scriptures deal with the issue of 
dress for worship. That should raise a very important question: Is it possible that we make a 
bigger issue of this than God does? Considering the vast multitude of opinions which are 
often expressed about this, I would have to say that the answer to that question is, “Yes, we 
do make a bigger issue of this than God does!” Nevertheless, the issue IS addressed in 
Scripture, and we would do well to consider what the Bible says about it. 
 

  The first thing I want to say is that we are NOT under the Old Testament (Ga.3:24-25). It is 
convenient to appeal to Moses and how the OT priests dressed for worship then try to make 
some kind of conclusion to our dress. However, we must understand that no matter how 
persuasive such arguments are, we cannot bind the Old Testament, PERIOD (Ga.5:4).  
 

  The next thing we must realize is that artificial standards will not work! It is very convenient 
and compelling to note how one might dress for the President or Governor; or how one 
might dress for a wedding or funeral. Then, we try to pressure people by asking something 
like this, “Why would you dress better for your Governor than you do for the Lord?” The 
problem with this argument is that IT IS NOT A SCRIPTURE, BUT MERELY AN OPINION! We 
need a little more than “think so’s” about proper dress for the Lord (or Governor, for that 
matter). While such arguments are tempting, they are unscriptural. 
 

  The truth is, there is only one N.T. passage regarding dress in public worship (1Tm.2:9-10). 
These verses are in a larger context of public worship (v.1, 8, 11, 12). As we consider his 
remarks, notice first of all the contrast Paul made: “…NOT with braided hair or gold or pearls 
or costly clothing, BUT which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.” 
Paul does not mean that “braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing” is sinful, (If he 
does, then we have many adorned women sinning!). Instead, he contrasts a misplaced 
importance on outward “apparel” over inward “godliness” (respect for God). There is a 
powerful lesson here for those who insist that others wear their “best clothing” in worship! 
Indeed, the very point Paul is making is that we often get too caught up in outward 
appearance! What gives us the right to set aside his teaching for our personal preference?  
 

  Now, let’s look at the actual words Paul used in this text. First, he said, “modest apparel,” 
which refers to clothing that is decent, orderly and respectable for the occasion. Then he 
said, “with propriety” (NKJ), or “shamefacedness” (KJ), which means clothing that reflects a 
genuine sense of shame. Next, Paul said to dress with “moderation” (NKJ), or “sobriety” (KJ), 
which means using sound judgment. Finally, Paul said to dress in that “which is proper for 
women professing godliness,” which means in a manner which shows respect for God. Notice 
carefully that there is not a word here about the actual garments worn (e.g., dresses, hats, 
suits, ties, etc.). Such things are subject to various customs, cultures, and personal tastes. 
Instead, Paul emphasized PRINCIPLES which can be universally applied in EVERY culture. I 
think I like God’s principles better than man’s opinions! 
 

  This article isn’t to address modest or immodest apparel (that’s a different article entirely); 
however, “reverence for God” is the real key to the whole issue! While we must 
acknowledge that there is no “official dress code,” but the principles of 1 Timothy 2:9-10 do 
indeed instruct! If we truly revere God, we will not try to come to public worship looking 
irreverent! When we dress with no respect for ourselves or others (which is what “modesty” 
demands), or with no respect for God (which is what “godliness” demands), then we sin! 
Furthermore, knowing our worship times in advance DEMANDS a preparation of heart and 
body on our part! We go to great lengths to prepare for earthly things (careers, events, etc.); 
but often make very little preparation for spiritual things (worship).  
 

  I hope this study has been of profit to you. I have tried to present clear, Biblical teaching, 
while avoiding the extreme of binding a specific dress code. This is the only Biblical approach 
that one can take! “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1Pt.4:11). 
 

With brotherly affection, Andy 


