
 

 

 

 

 

  

BY WHO WAS JESUS KILLED? 

   It is a question with simple answers, yet complex, far-reaching implications that 

deserves our honest and humble attention. By who was Jesus killed? 
 

   BY THE JEWS: No matter that it is considered anti-Semitic, there can be no 

dancing around the fact that the Jewish leadership in the time of Jesus was 

responsible for His death. This is not surprising even to first-time readers of 

scripture. When Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath, He angers the Pharisees and 

they seek to kill Him (Matt. 12:1-14). John chapter 7 is riddled with talk of the 

Jews intentions to seize and kill Jesus (Jn. 7:1,19, 30, 32, 44). Over and over in the 

story of Jesus, the Jews make known their desire to put Him to death, culminating 

in their stirring up the crowd at His trial (Matt. 27:20-23), and declaring, “His 

blood shall be on us and on our children” (Matt. 27:25). Peter also places blame 

on the Jews in the first sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2:36). 
 

   BY PILATE AND THE ROMANS: Just as the Jews would deny liability in the 

crucifixion, Pilate would almost certainly assert his innocence, for that is exactly 

what he did, washing his hands and declaring, “I am innocent of this man’s blood” 

(Matt. 27:24). But Pilate is the one person in the story with the power to release 

Jesus or to crucify Him, as even he acknowledged (Jn. 19:10). That Pilate is so 

spineless as to let the crowd sway his decision does not excuse him for his part in 

the death of Jesus. 
 

   The Roman executioners have never denied blame in the death of Jesus. That 

was their job. They killed people, and the gospels detail the physical pain and 

humiliations suffered by Jesus at the hands of Roman soldiers (Matt. 27:26-35; 

Mk. 15:15-24; Lk. 23:11, 33; Jn. 19:1-3, 16-18). Pilate and the Romans were the 

governing authorities of the day, and as such were the only ones with the right to 

execute, so their guilt in crucifying Jesus is obvious. 
 

   BY SINNERS: In truth, the Jews, Pilate and the Romans are merely instruments in 

the death of Jesus. Real, moral liability is brought upon sinners by the gospel of 

Christ as taught in the New Testament. It was because of sin that Jesus had to die 

(Rom. 6:1-7; 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 1:3-5; 1 Pet. 2:21-25), and that means that, ultimately 

it is sinners who are responsible for the death of Jesus. However, it is easy to state 

that sinners are the ones who killed Jesus, while thinking of “really bad sinners,” 

like murderers, rapists and child molesters. In other words, it is easy to blame 

particularly wicked criminals and deny our own guilt in the death of Jesus. 
 

   BY ME: The fact is that if the death of Jesus is going to mean anything in my life, 

then a search for His killers must conclude in a good, hard look in the mirror. 

Read Isaiah 53:4-6, substituting personal pronouns for the collective ones (“He 

was pierced through for my transgressions…”) and it becomes pretty clear that 

Jesus would have had to die for me, no matter what the rest of the world is like. If 

God desires to save me, and He says He does (2 Pet. 3:9), then I need a sacrifice 

for my own sins. When Paul writes of those who will not enter the kingdom of 

heaven, he reminds the Corinthians, “Such were some of you, but you were 

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). 
 

Who killed Jesus? I did. 
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