
 

 

 

 

 

  

AN AMAZING SERMON 
 

   Unfortunately many today think the secret of an amazing sermon is to have a good 
beginning and a good ending, and to have the two as close together as possible. For 
them, the shorter it is the better it is. Spiritual benefits would be scarcely acquired if 
sermons were given to gratify rather than “…reprove, rebuke, exhort with great 
patience and instruction.” (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 
 

   In this electronic age of thirty-second attention spans one of the greatest sins a 
preacher can commit is to preach "too long." And no doubt some preachers 
(including yours truly!) occasionally continue to pump after the well is dry! 
Regardless how preachers or those in the pews feel about sermons, Jesus Christ 
proved over two thousand years ago sermons need not be super short or overly long 
to be effective. Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7 contain what the world has long 
known as the "Sermon on the Mount" (5:1-3). The three chapters are divided into 
111 verses and the entire sermon can be read in less than fifteen minutes. No doubt, 
Jesus most likely took longer in preaching it, but for us today, we can read it in a 
relatively short amount of time. However, I would encourage you to take it slow and 
mediate upon the Lord’s life changing words. 
 

The subjects addressed in it include some of the Lord's most familiar teachings: 

 "Beatitudes" (5:3-12)  

 A brief and sobering statement about divorce and remarriage (5:31-32)  

 Salt and light of the world metaphors (5:14-16) 

 Showmanship religion (6:1)  

 The "model prayer" (6:9-13)  

 Laying up treasure in heaven and not on earth (6:19-21)  

 Make God your master and not mammon or money (6:24)  

 Do not worry about food and drink and clothing to the point those and other 
physical things become the consuming priority in life, but "seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness" and trust God to give needs (6:25-33)  

 The speck and plank in the eye illustration about hypocritical judging (7:1-5)  

 The few who enter the narrow gate and difficult way that leads to life vs. many 
who travel by the wide gate and broad way that leads to destruction (7:13-14)  

 Warning about false prophets in sheep's clothing (7:15) and ending up with the 
warning that calling Jesus "Lord, Lord" won't gain God's approval unless there is 
a corresponding obedience to the will of the Father in heaven (7:21-23)  

 And, of course, the famous illustration of the "wise man who built his house on 
the rock" versus the foolish man who "built his house on the sand" (7:24-28). 

 

   Sermons are sometimes met with a yawn in our secular, digital, over-stimulated 
age. But Matthew tells us, "When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were 
amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and 
not as their scribes" (7:28-29). Sermons rarely "amaze" and astonish people these 
days. Do sermons ever “amaze” you — not because of the power and personality of 
the preacher, but because the soul-searching and conscience capturing words and 
teachings of the Lord get inside your heart and mind and cause a stir? When Jesus 
and His apostles preached, the sermon always left people mad, sad, or glad — but it 
NEVER left them the same. The most astonishing thing about Jesus' sayings these 
days is how rarely they amaze and stir-up those who hear them. 
 

With brotherly affection, Andy 


