
 

 

 

 

 

  

THE RIGHT SONG; THE WRONG SIDE 
 

   Having encamped on the shore of the Red Sea following their deliverance from 
Egypt and looking back seeing Pharaoh and his army “marching after them,” the 
Israelites “became very frightened… and cried out to the Lord.” They then said to 
Moses, “Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 
to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone 
that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” (Exodus 14:10-12) 
 

   Have they so soon forgotten God’s power manifested in the plagues, including the 
fact that the Land of Goshen had been exempt from the first nine plagues. Even in 
the tenth and final plague which fell equally upon the Israelites in Goshen, there was 
salvation provided through the Passover lamb. By the power of God through an 
implemented substitute, the Israelites escaped the death of the firstborn. What a 
wonderful miracle that was! Have they completely forgotten God’s deliverance? 
What about God’s presence and guidance through the cloud by day and the fire by 
night? Where is their faith and trust in God to fulfill all He had promised to them and 
to their forefathers earlier? Will all these promises perish with them in the waters of 
the Red Sea? We read of their attitudes and think “what doubt and lack of faith!” 
 

   God is leading His spiritual “Israel” (Gal. 6:16), the church, on to a glorious and 
prosperous future. He is leading us to victory over a far deadlier enemy than old 
Pharaoh, the devil and his forces of evil. Just like ancient Israel, never forget how 
God has blessed our efforts in the past and His wonderful promises for the future. 
There will be obstacles to face, for sure! There will be doubts and reservations at 
times! There will always be challenges calling for greater faith and trust. Pessimists 
will tell us it cannot be done. Fears and uncertainties will creep in. Perhaps Franklin 
Roosevelt’s words ring true for us, “We have nothing to fear except fear itself.” We 
are to have an undying faith and trust in God’s presence and promises that will 
cause us to launch out onto dry land when God prepares the way. And He has! 
 

   Moses answered the Israelites, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of 
the Lord which He will accomplish for you today…” You know the rest of the story. 
Moses is instructed by God to stretch forth his rod, the waters recede allowing the 
Israelites to go through on dry land; then the waters flow back drowning the 
pursuing army. “When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against 
the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His 
servant Moses.”(Ex. 14:13; 31) 
 

The people were glad and along with Moses sang a “song to the Lord.”(Ex. 15: 1-2) 
 

“I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted;  
The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; 
This is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.” 

 

It was the right song, but the wrong side! Would it not have been much better to 
have had this trust in God on the other side instead of all those doubts, fears and 
rebellion? 
 

What a lesson here for all of us today! 
 

 --- With brotherly affection, Andy 


