
 GOD FASHIONED IN THE IMAGE OF SELF 
 

   We diminish our view of self and our abilities when we seek to recreate God in our 
own image. Our culture has a limitless appetite that has driven us to seek 
affirmation of SELF. Today "self" is being used as the standard for evaluating life. Our 
modern world encourages us to look inward to gather strength for the challenges 
and opportunities of each day. We should tell ourselves: "You're okay. You can make 
it. Nothing is too great for you to conquer if you believe in yourself." "Whatever the 
mind can conceive and believe man can achieve." 
 

   In this process certain words have subtly crept into our vocabulary. Maybe you 
have noticed the words too: Self-acceptance. Self-actualization. Self-consciousness. 
Self-deliverance. Self-enlightenment. Self-fulfillment. Self-gratification. Self-help. 
Self-image. Self-empowerment. Self-knowledge. Self-pity. Self-reliance. Self-talk. 
 

   "Self" is at the heart of each word and the problem of each heart. These "self" 
words are pointing the way to other "self" words: Self-absorption. Self-
centeredness. Self-deception. Is it any wonder that individuals, marriages, 
organizations, churches and nations are experiencing SELF-DESTRUCTION? 
 

   We are hoping an understanding of self will give us an explicit vantage point from 
which to view life and solve our problems. It is as though Paul's words in Ephesians 
chapter three and verse nineteen have been thrown out and rewritten to say, " . . . 
that you may be filled with the fullness of self . . . " Paul actually says, " . . . you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God. . . " 
 

We Are Made In God's Image 
   There is no way we can envision our lives through the eyes of God without 
understanding that we are made in the image of God. Worshipping God created in 
the image of self, not only diminishes God but it also diminishes us. This is the 
reason we live in a world of low self-esteem. 
 

   Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 
 

   You can't belittle God without belittling yourself. If we could only see ourselves 
made in the image of God we could truly understand that life and death are only 
temporary, but that which is made in the image of God transcends both life and 
death; it is eternal. 
    

   I think we lose sight of God when we try to build churches instead of people. If we, 
God’s children, build people then the church will grow. Christianity is about 
renewing the image of the creator that lies within us. When we strive to know 
ourselves as God knows us, we will have an adequate view of self and the purpose 
for which we live. Understanding that we are made in the image of God gives us the 
kind of esteem that no search for self could ever fill. Imagine being filled with the 
fullness of God. 
 

With brotherly affection – Andy 


