
 THE TWO SIDES OF GENUINE CHRISTIANITY 
 

   Most people’s concept of godliness is simply eliminating the evil from one’s life. 
There is more to being like Jesus than simply excluding sin from our lives. It was said 
about Jesus that He went about doing good.  
 

   You recall Jesus once told a parable about an individual who swept his house clean, 
eliminated the evil from his life, but did not refill the resulting emptiness with 
anything worthwhile; no good works, good deeds, no wholesome thinking. As a 
result, the final condition was seven times worse than the first. Satan knows that if 
we clean up our lives, but do not replace evil with good he still owns us. 
 

   We must know that good and evil cannot occupy the same heart. Can both fresh 
water and salt water flow from the same spring? Can a fig tree bear olives or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. Jesus taught, a 
good man brings forth good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the 
evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  
 

   When Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he asked them to eliminate some things from 
their lives: Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths... Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice... 
There must not be even a hint of sexual immorality or any kind of impurity, or of 
greed because these are improper for God's Holy people. Nor should there be 
obscenities, foolish talk or coarse joking, which is out of place. (Ephesians 4:17-32) 
 

   Peter picks up this thought as he admonishes us to: Make every effort to add to 
your faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly 
kindness and love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure they will 
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive. (2 Peter 2:5-11) You see, effective, 
productive Christianity is replacing evil with good. Paul insists this same principle 
even works in our thinking: Whatsoever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, 
excellent and praise-worthy, think on such things. (Philippians 4:8-9) 
 

   Yes, by all means, let us eliminate sin from our lives, but understand that the other 
side of Christ-likeness is replacing sin with goodness. We are His workmanship, 
created to do good works… Who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from 
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are His very own, eager to do 
good. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.(Ephesians 2:10; Titus 3:4-8) 
 

   There are those who seldom do wrong things--but they seldom do anything else. 
That's sad, because Christianity is more than abstaining from evil… something is 
amiss when we spend all of our time just avoiding doing wrong. Do we not realize 
this is not all there is to Christianity? James contends that: “you do not know what 
your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes away.15 Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and 
also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is 
evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it 
is sin.” (James 4:14-17) 
 

God help us to see and practice the whole of Christianity… AMEN? 
 

With brotherly affection – Andy 


