
 SATISFACTION 
 

 
Maybe our idea of satisfaction is to graduate from a good school, have a nice house, 
drive a nice car, have a fulfilling job, or be in a stable economic position for 
retirement.  We may think that if only we could accomplish this, we will be 
satisfied.  If only we had that, we will be satisfied.  Or perhaps we are not that 
materialistic...   
 
Maybe our idea of satisfaction is to live a nice long life.  Maybe we’d like to live to be 
about 95 or 100 or more and still be in good health.  Or perhaps our idea of 
satisfaction is a bit more noble than that… 
 
Maybe we love family so much that we want to have a large one with kids and 
grandkids and brothers and sisters and cousins.  Surely, having a large loving family 
will lead to a life of satisfaction… 
 
What does the wisdom of Ecclesiastes 6:3-7 say about it?   
 
“If a man begets a hundred children… but his soul is not satisfied with goodness… a 
stillborn child is better than he…  Even if a man lives a thousand years twice but has 
not seen goodness.  Do not all go to one place?  All the labor of man is for his mouth, 
and yet the soul is not satisfied.”  And so satisfaction does not come from external 
circumstances; it comes from within. 
  
The secret to satisfaction is this:  Godliness with contentment.   
 
I Tim 6:6 “Godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  And having food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content.”  Paul learned it.  Phil 4:11-13  “ I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content:  I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need.  I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”   
 
Consider that Jesus did not have this world’s possessions.  “The Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay His head.”  Consider that Jesus did not live a long life.  He died at the 
young age of 33 years.  Consider that Jesus was never married, had no children, and 
considered His family to be those that do the will of God.  Jesus did the will of the 
Father who sent Him and completed His work, and in that, He was satisfied. 
 
The secret to satisfaction is contentment, and the secret to contentment is godliness 
through Jesus Christ.  Jesus lived it, Paul learned it, and we can learn to live it 
too.  And when we do, our soul will be satisfied.  Satisfied with goodness. 
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