
 

A VICTORIOUS FAITH 
   James writes, You know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. We all want this don’t we, spiritual maturity? Know this today, our 
faith will be tested! 
 

-Faith’s Testing Comes At Unexpected Moments. 
   It came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham. (Genesis 22:1 
NASV) No doubt the phrase “after these things” is speaking of all the great 
experiences Abraham had with God. Abraham had trusted God’s call, been unselfish 
toward Lot, fearless in battle, generous in his offering to Melchizedek, he had 
entertained the Heavenly guests and had given up his son Ishmael. Then, the big 
blow comes. We almost hear him say, “But God, I have proven my faith. Not this. 
Not now. Please No.” Here it is: God is never finished with us. He continues to 
remold, remake, mature and refine us into His image. Peter says, Rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may be proved genuine… (1 Peter 1.6-7) 
 

-Faith’s Testing Demands New Challenges. 
   Our faith is tested by God’s command to be, to do, to give, what we have never 
been, done, given before. Take thy son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac. Did you 
know this is the first time the word “love” appears in the Bible in any form? God 
never asks of us things we do not love. There are people who give gifts that they no 
longer want. That is nice, but it is not a demonstration of their love, and is hypocrisy 
trying to pretend it does. The gifts we appreciate are those which have worth to 
us. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. This is love! You 
see, God was asking Abraham to give up the very thing his faith was built around. A 
great nation, descendants as numerous as the stars, a great name, the world blessed 
through his seed—all this, the promise, was centered on Isaac. God is forever 
demanding that we let go of our own sinking raft that only appears to be keeping us 
afloat—saying, Trust in Me.  
 

-Faith’s Test Spotlights What’s Important In Life. 
   While at my dad’s funeral service in 2009, I recall thinking about how it all went 
down, a nice casket, beautiful flowers, family and a few friends. Among the other 
flood of emotions I was feeling I couldn’t help but look around thinking, “That’s not 
much to show for life when all is said and done, is it?” Standing there made me 
realize how shallow my dreams, worries, doubts and fears really were… and are. The 
testing of our faith shines the great spotlight of truth upon our life, allowing us to 
see what is really important and what is not. 
 

   Faith in God and in His promises is a way of life, even when there is no substitute 
sacrifice provided as it was in Abraham’s case. Faith is a way to live even when the 
ship sinks, the business fails, the tumor is malignant, or the heart attack is 
fatal. Whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, even our faith. (1 John 5.4) God help us to stand the test and 
enjoy the rewards. Amen? 
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