
 FRUIT BEARING CHRISTIANS 
 

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear 

more fruit. (John 15:2) 
 

   As Christ emphasized in his parable of the vine and the branches, it is vitally 
important for a Christian to bear fruit. This matter of Christians bearing fruit 
is not optional with God. He watches over His vine and all the engrafted 
branches with great jealousy and concern, patiently waiting for the branches 
to bring forth fruit. He stands beside it with pruning knife in hand, lovingly 
watching for the slightest evidence of corruption, blight or disease which 
could hinder growth. God expects fruit from every branch. Bearing fruit has 
everything to do with pleasing God-fulfilling our mission in Christ- and with 
having our prayers and petitions answered. There are, in fact, many types of 
spiritual fruit mentioned in the Scripture. 
 

   Perhaps the most important fruit, produced in one's life by the Holy Spirit, 
is that of a Christ like character. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law.” (Gal 5:22-23). “For the fruit of the Light consists 
in all goodness and righteousness and truth” (Eph 5:9). 
 

   Holiness – the seal of a life dedicated to God – is a particular spiritual fruit. 
“But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your 
benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.” (Rom 6:22) 
and are “filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” (Phil 1:11) This entails also the fruit of 
good works performed in the name of Christ, “so that you will walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;” (Col 1:10). You see, 
bearing fruit concerns what we are becoming, rather than simply what we 
are doing. I am bearing fruit when there is nothing hindering the flow of the 
life of Christ into me. 
 

   The habit of giving thanks and praise rather than complaint and criticism is 
a valuable Christian fruit. “Through Him then, let us continually offer up 
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 
name.” (Heb 13:5) Generosity is another important fruit. The Apostle Paul 
commended the sacrificial giving of the Philippines: “Not that I seek the gift 
itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.” (Phil 4:17) 
 

   Finally, one vital fruit of a Christian is fruit borne in other Christians' lives. 
Paul's great desire was that “I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as 
among the rest of the Gentiles.” (Rom 1:13)  
 

With all that I am in Him -- Andy 
 


