
 DRIVE THRU WORSHIP – GET IT YOUR WAY! 

 

   What do you do when you find that worship is boring? We’re told that we need 
something more exciting in worship. The “traditional” way of worshiping God is 
boring and outdated. We need something more contemporary. Many might say “It’s 
time for a change!”   
 

   Many folks think the answer is to change the worship. Now the question is, change 
it how? How do we make it more exciting and more engaging? Perhaps we could 
toss around a giant beach ball before service like they do at rock concerts. Or… 
maybe, we could start a wave through the auditorium instead of replying with an 
“Amen.” You may say, “That’s ridiculous!”, but many congregations are just short of 
doing it… if they haven’t done it already. 
 

   I’m sure you can sense my sarcasm in the above text, but I just read an article  
about a new church created for men only, men who find church boring. Discarding 
more traditional environments, they meet in a gymnasium one Saturday evening a 
month. A rock band provides entertainment. The preacher speaks in front of the 
scoreboard, with the clock running. He guarantees to have them out in one hour! 
 

   Answer me this, since when is praising God a matter of personal preference and 
human approval? From what we can see in the Bible, anytime man has tampered 
with worship (as defined by God) he has always messed it up. At the dawn of time, 
Cain tried to reinvent worship services for God. Whatever God had expected of 
humans at that time had become insufficient from Cain’s point of view. His brother, 
Abel, remained true to God’s word and worshiped by faith in it (Heb. 11:4). But Cain 
wanted something new and different. The result? “The Lord respected Abel and his 
offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering” (Gen. 4:4-5). Cain was guilty of 
sin (v. 7; 1 John 3:12).  
 

   When Jeroboam feared the loss of his kingdom, he reinvented worship for the 
Jews associated with him. He changed everything in public worship (as defined by 
the Law) to a pattern more appealing to the masses (1 Kings 12:25-33). The result? 
“This thing became a sin” for the people (v. 30).   
 

   Jesus taught, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth” (John 4:24). We must mean what we say and say what we mean in worship 
with sincerity….as we follow God’s word (the truth). We don’t get to determine the 
activities of worship; Jesus is the only One with all authority (Matt. 28:18). 
Everything we do in worship must be defined by Him as taught by His apostles (Col. 
3:17; Acts 2:42). If it’s not found in the New Testament, we are worshiping in ways 
not acceptable to God, as did Cain and Jeroboam.  
 

   Worship is reverent praise to God, not a “serve us” of our senses and opinions. The 
worship we render that is due to God shouldn’t be likened to going to a fast food 
restaurant and getting a hamburger your way! The only One qualified to determine 
if our worship is exciting or not is God, not sinful man who is unworthy of God’s 
presence.       

 

With all that I am in Him – Andy Brenton 
 


