
 OUR HEAVENLY CALLING 
 

“As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the 
heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly.” (1 Corinthians 15:48) 
 

   In a wonderful sense, Christians are just passing through this world on 
their way to the permanent home awaiting them in heaven. “For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ;” (Philippians 3:20) Christ has prepared a “place” for us 
there (John 14:2) and it is there that we have “an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 
you” (1 Peter 1:4). 
 

   In view of such a glorious future, we ought to live not as those who are 
“earthy” but, as our verse says, as “they also that are heavenly.” We have, 
indeed, been made “partakers of a heavenly calling” and so should 
always, in all we do, “consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession” (Hebrews 3:1), for He represents us even now in the heavenly 
places. He has gone “into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us” (Hebrews 9:24), and we have, in effect, been already “raised 
up with Him, and seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:6). 
 

   We may not appear to be very heavenly now, in these temporary and 
often times broken bodies made from earth’s dust, but “as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 
Corinthians 15:49) . As Paul richly expressed it, the Lord Jesus Christ “will 
transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of 
His glory” (Philippians 3:21). “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this 
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put 
on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:50-54). 
 

   Christians, indeed, constitute a heavenly people with a heavenly calling, 
even while still on earth. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Amen! 
 

With all that I am in Him, 
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