
 UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 
 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence (conviction) of things 
not seen. (Hebrews 11:1) 
 

   This passage may be difficult to understand for some because of the word 
“substance.” Today, substance has taken on more of the scientific meaning of an 
object. This concept of “substance” has at times lead to great confusion. This has 
been, many times over, a memory verse for children and adult Bible studies, but 
how many truly understand “now faith is the substance of things hoped for?” 
 

   The word “substance” is a compound word: “sub”+”stance.” We have many 
compound words that begin with “sub.” A submarine is under water. Subterranean 
means underground. Substance is standing under. Faith stands under our hope. 
When we go to the Greek, we see this is exactly what the word means. Thayer: “a 
setting or placing under, thing put under, substructure, foundation.” Strongs: “a 
setting under.” NAS Greek: “a support.” Faith stands under our hope. Or, faith is the 
foundation for our hope. Or, faith supports our hope. Wouldn’t it be great if we had 
a translation that gave us these words like this, because I believe the statement 
becomes much more coherent and fitting to the context. If hope is the bridge, then 
faith are the pilings under the water holding the bridge in place. Therefore, our hope 
is only as strong as our faith. Our hope is only as secure as the strength of our faith.  
 

   Our heroes of faith that we so much admire in the Bible all have one thing in 
common: they put their undivided confidence in God. All of them had a faith 
foundation and that gave them reason for hope in the midst of great trials. Back in 
Hebrews 10:39, those who shrink back from putting their trust in God are destroyed. 
Faith was the foundation upon which these heroes hoped for a great reward. Faith 
was the foundation for believing in what had been promised to them. Faith was the 
foundation that gave them hope that their souls were being preserved, though 
enduring trials. 
 

   Consider now the second statement about faith. “Faith is the conviction of things 
not seen.” The word translated “evidence” in the NKJV literally means “conviction, 
proof.” Faith gives us the conviction concerning these unseen things. Faith is not 
seeing the seen, for then it is not faith. Faith is seeing the unseen. This is how Paul 
told us to handle afflictions and difficulties. 
 

   17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to 
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:17-18) 
 

A little bit later Paul would say, “We live by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
 

   God’s righteous live by faith. We need deeper faith to be called righteous by God. 
Too often we live by sight, making decisions in the best interests of our physical 
needs rather than our spiritual needs. Those pronounced righteous by God do not 
live in that way. God’s people look beyond the immediate world and look at the 
spiritual impact. God’s people draw close to God not to the material world. 
 

With all that I am in Him, 
Andy 


