16 Periods of the Bible


1 - BEFORE THE FLOOD (Gen. 1-5)

1. Creation – Gen. 1
· In the beginning v. 1-2
· Six days of creation v. 3-31
2. Adam and Eve – Gen. 2
· Sabbath sanctified v. 1-3

· Creation of man v. 4-9

· Called to work v. 10-15

· Bound by law v. 16-17

· Given a wife v. 18-25

3. First Sin – Gen. 3

· Temption v. 1-5

· Sin v. 6-7

· Judgement v. 8-24
4. Cain and Abel – Gen. 4

· Sacrifices v. 1-4

· Murder v. 5-8

· Judgement v. 9-15

· Leaving God’s presence v. 16-24

· The seed continues v. 25-26

5. Generations: Adam to Noah – Gen. 5

· Adam

· Seth

· Enosh

· Kenan

· Mahalalel

· Jared

· Enoch

· Methusaleh

· Lamech

· Noah

2 – THE FLOOD (Gen. 6-10)

1. The flood itself (Gen. 6-8)

· Before Gen. 6

· During Gen. 7

· After Gen. 8

2. Meat for food (Gen. 9)

· Dominion over all things v. 1-2

· All things edible v. 3

· Do not eat the blood v. 4

3. Capital punishment (Gen. 9)

· Lifeblood required v. 5

· Reason: image of God v. 6

4. Rainbow covenant (Gen. 9)

· Covenant with all v. 10-11

· Sign of the covenant v. 12-14

· God will remember v. 15-17

5. Curse on Canaan (Gen. 9)

· Noah gets drunk v. 20-21

· Ham sees Noah naked v. 22

· Noah curses Ham’s son v. 24-25

6. Generations: Noah’s sons (Gen. 10)

· Japheth’s descendents v. 2-5
· Ham’s descendents v. 6-20

· Shem’s descendents v. 21-31

3 – SCATTERING OF THE PEOPLE (Gen. 11)

1. Tower of Babel

· One language v. 1

· Settled in Shinar v. 2

· Making the city v. 3-4

2. Languages divided

· The Lord sees v. 5-6

· The Lord judges v. 7

· The Lord scatters v. 8-9

3. Generations: Shem to Abraham

· Shem

· Arphaxad

· Salah

· Eber

· Peleg

· Reu

· Serug

· Nahor

· Terah

· Abraham
4 – PATRIARCHS (Gen. 12-50)

1. Abraham (Gen. 12-25)

· Promise to Abraham Gen. 12

· Ishmael: son of flesh Gen. 16

· Isaac: son of promise Gen. 21

· Man of faith Gen. 22

2. Isaac (Gen. 25-28)

· Two nations in Rebekah Gen. 25

· Promise to Isaac Gen. 26

· Isaac blesses Jacob Gen. 27

3. Jacob (Gen. 28-35)

· Promise to Jacob Gen. 28

· 12 sons of Jacob Gen. 30

· Jacob returns to Canaan Gen. 31

· Jacob named Israel Gen. 35

4. Joseph (Gen. 37-50)

· Joseph’s dream Gen. 37

· Dream comes true Gen. 39-45

· Jacob moves to Egypt Gen. 46-50
5 – EXODUS (Exodus 1 – Numbers 13)
1. Escape from Egypt (Exo. 1-15)

· Israel’s persecution Exo. 1-2 (Acts 7:15)
· Flee/Return to Egypt Exo. 3-7

· 10 Plagues Exo. 8-10

· Passover/Firstborn Exo. 11-13

· Crossing the Red Sea Exo. 14

2. Journey to Sinai (Exo. 15-19)

· The Lord provides Exo. 16-17

· Jethro’s counsel Exo. 18

· Moses on Sinai Exo. 19

3. Covenant with Israel (Exo. 20-24)

· Ten Commandments Exo. 20

· Book of the covenant Exo. 21-23

· Israel affirms covenant Exo. 24

4. Tabernacle instructions (Exo. 25-30)

· Offerings for tabernacle Exo. 25

· Building Exo. 25-27

· Priestly garments Exo. 28

· Consecration Exo. 29-30

5. Two special craftsmen (Exo. 31)
· Bezalel v. 1-5

· Aholiab v. 6

· Their work v. 7-11

6. Covenant: broken/renewed (Exo. 32-34)

· Tablets/covenant broken Exo. 32

· Tablets/covenant renewed Exo. 34

· Moses’ veil Exo. 34

7. Tabernacle built (Exo. 35-40)

· Sabbath: rest/worship Exo. 35

· Preparation Exo. 35

· Construction Exo. 36-38

· Priestly garments made Exo. 39

· Tabernacle erected Exo. 40

8. Laws for priests/Levites (Lev. 1-7)

· Different offerings Lev. 1-6

· Priestly responsibilities Lev. 7

9. Leviticus teaches holiness (Lev.)

· Priests consecrated Lev. 8-9

· Sin of Nadab/Abihu Lev. 10

· Laws: clean/unclean Lev. 11-24

· Redemption laws Lev. 25

· Obedience/disobedience Lev. 26

· Dedicated to God Lev. 27

10. Censuses taken (Num. 1-4)

· Israel: for war Num. 1

· Levites: tabernacle duties Num. 3

· Firstborn redeemed Num. 3
11. Tabernacle dedicated (Num. 7-8)

· Dedication offerings Num. 7

· Consecrated priests Num. 8

12. Second Passover (Num. 9)

· Passover observed v. 1-5

· Instructions for the unclean v. 6-14

13. Sinai to Kadesh Barnea (Num. 10-12)

· Two silver trumpets Num. 10

· Israel leaves Sinai Num. 10

· Complaints and burdens Num. 11

· Sin of Miriam and Aaron Num. 12

14. Fearful report (Num. 13)

· Spies view Canaan v. 1-24

· The report v. 25-33


6 – WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS 
(Num. 14-Deuteronomy)

1. Sentenced to 40 years (Num. 14)

· Israel’s unbelief v. 1-10

· God’s anger, Moses intercedes v. 11-25

· God’s sentence on the unfaithful 
v. 26-36

· Futile invasion v. 37-44

2. Holy/unholy (Num. 15-19)

Laws Num. 15

Korah Dathan Abiram Num. 16

Aaron’s rod budded Num. 17

Duties: Priests/Levites Num. 18

Laws of purification Num. 19

3. Time of transition (Num. 20-21)

· Miriam’s death Num. 20:1

· Sin of Moses/Aaron Num. 20:2-13

· Passing by Edom Num. 20:14-22

· Death of Aaron Num. 20:23-29

· Fiery serpents Num. 21:1-9

· Transjordan secured 
Num. 21:21-35

4. Balaam blesses Israel (Num. 22-24)

· Balak sends for Balaam Num. 22:1-20
· Balak/donkey/angel Num. 22:21-40
· Balaam’s prophecies Num. 23-24

5. Fornication with Midianites (Num. 25)
· Harlotry & Judgment v. 1-9

· Zeal of Phinehas v. 10-18

6. Second Census (Num. 26)

· Census: new generation v. 1-51
· Land to be divided v. 52-56
· Levites numbered v. 57-62
· Summary v. 63-65

7. Wrath on Midianites (Num. 31)

· Midianites destroyed v. 1-24

· Dividing the spoils v. 25-54
8. Speeches of Moses (Deut.)
What God did for Israel
What God expects from Israel
What God will do for Israel
9. Moses dies (Deut. 34)

· Overlooking the promise land v. 1-4

· Dies in land of Moab v. 5-8

· Joshua new leader v. 9-12


7 – CONQUEST OF CANAAN (Joshua)

1. Joshua in charge (Josh. 1)

· God’s charge to Joshua v. 1-9

· Joshua takes command v. 10-18

2. Rahab (Josh. 2)

· Rahab Helps the spies v. 1-7

· Oath: Rahab/Spies v. 8-21

· Report: victory assured v. 22-24

3. Israel crosses the Jordan (Josh. 3-5)

· Crossing the Jordan Josh. 3

· Memorial stones Josh. 4

· Second Circumcision Josh. 5

4. Campaigns (Josh. 6-12)

· Central campaign Josh. 7-8

· Southern campaign Josh. 9-10

· Northern campaign Josh. 11-12

5. Land divided (Josh. 13-19)

· Land to be conquered Josh. 13

· Eastern tribes receive inheritance 
Josh. 13

· Caleb Josh. 14

· Western tribes to receive their inheritance Josh. 15-19

6. Cities for refuge/Levites (Josh. 20-21)

· Cities for refuge Josh. 20

· Cities for Levites Josh. 21

7. Eastern tribes go home (Josh. 22)

· Joshua send tribes home v. 1-9

· The replica altar v. 10-34

8. Joshua challenges Israel (Josh. 23)

· Joshua’s challenge v. 1-13

· Joshua’s forewarning v. 14-16

9. Israel renews covenant (Josh. 24)

· Israel’s history reviewed v. 1-13

· ‘Choose you this day’ v. 14-15

· ‘We will serve the Lord’ v. 16-28

· Joshua dies v. 29-33


8 – JUDGES (Judes 1 – 1 Samuel 8)

1. Joshua dies (Judg. 1-2)
· Judah attacks first Judges 1

· Israel rebuked Judges 2

· Joshua dies Judges

2. Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar (Judg. 3)

· Othniel
· Ehud
· Shamgar
3. Deborah (Judg. 4-5)

· God delivers Israel through Deborah and Barak Judges 4

· Song of Deborah and Barak Judges 5

4. Gideon (Judg. 6-8)

· God chooses Gideon ch. 6

· Gideon’s 300 men ch. 7

· Gideon kills Zebah and Zalmunna ch. 8

5. Abimelech (Judg. 9)

· Abimelech becomes king over Shechem
· Shechem and Abimelech killed
6. Tola and Jair (Judg. 10)

· Tola judged Israel 23 years v. 1-2

· Jair judged Israel 22 years v. 3-5

· Israel forsakes/returns to God v. 6-18

7. Jephthah (Judg. 11-12)

· Jephthah’s tragic vow Judges 11

· Daughter sacrificed Judges 11

· Jephthah fights against Ephraim Judges 12

8. Ibzan, Elon, Abdon (Judg. 12)

· Ibzan’s 30 sons/30 daughters v. 8-10

· Elon judged Israel 10 years v. 11-12

· Abdon’s 40 sons/30 grandsons who rode on donkeys v. 13-15
9. Samson (Judg. 13-16)

· Lifelong Nazarite Judges 13

· Fighting the Philistines Judges 14-15

· Delilah/Samson’s death Judges 16

10. Right in his own eyes (Judg. 17-21)

· Micah’s idolatry Judges 17

· Dan looks for new land Judges 18

· Levite’s concubine Judges 19-20

· Tribe of Benjamin Judges 21

11. Ruth (Ruth)

· Ruth’s loyalty to Naomi Ruth 1

· Boaz marries Ruth Ruth 2-4

· Lineage of David/Christ Ruth 4

12. 
Eli (1 Sam. 1-2)

· Eli blesses Hannah 1 Samuel 1

· Eli’s sinful sons 1 Samuel 2

13. Samuel (1 Sam. 3-7)

· Samuel: the boy prophet 1 Sam. 3

· Philistines capture/return ark to Israel 
1 Sam. 4-6

· Samuel delivers Israel from Philistines 
1 Sam. 7

14. Israel demands a king (1 Sam. 8)

· Israel’s demand v. 1-9

· God’s warning v. 10-18

· God gives king to stubborn Israel 
v. 19-22

9 – UNITED KINGDOM (1 Sam. 9 – 1 Ki. 11)
1. Saul (1 Sam. 9-31)

· Saul Becomes King 1 Sam. 9-12

· Disobedient/rejected Ch. 13-16

· David Anointed King Ch. 16

· Spirit leaves Saul Ch. 16-27

· Saul dies Ch. 28-31

2. David (2 Sam. 1-24)

· King of Judah, then Israel  Ch. 1-5
· Ark to Jerusalem/Temple plans Ch. 6-7
· David’s rise Ch. 8-10
· David’s fall Ch. 11-21
· Costly census Ch. 24

3. Solomon (1 Ki. 1-11)

· From David to Solomon Ch. 1-2

· Solomon: wisest/richest Ch. 3-10

· Solomon turns from God Ch. 11

· Solomon dies Ch. 11


10 – DIVIDED KINGDOM (1 Ki. 12 – 2 Ki. 17)
1. Solomon dies, Israel divides (1 Ki. 12)
· Rehoboam’s decision v. 1-15
· The people rebel v. 16-24
· Jeroboam’s golden calves v. 25-33
2. Early kings (1 Ki. 13-16)

· The man of God Ch. 13
· Judgment upon Jeroboam Ch. 14
· Rulers of Judah Ch. 14-15
· 1st Dynasty: Jeroboam, Nadab Ch. 15
· 2nd Dynasty: Baasha, Elah Ch. 15-16
3. 3rd dynasty: Omri - Joram 
(1 Ki. 16 – 2 Ki. 9)
· 3rd: Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah 1 Ki. 16-22
· Jehoshaphat (J) Ch. 22
· 3rd: Joram 2 Ki. 1
· Jehoram, Ahazaiah (J) Ch. 8
· Joram killed by Jehu Ch. 9
4. Elijah and Elisha (1 Ki. 17 – 2 Ki. 13)
· Elijah 1 Ki. 17-2 Ki. 2
· Elishah 1 Ki. 2-13
5. 4th dynasty: Jehu – Zechariah (2 Ki. 10-15)

· 4th: Jehu 2 Ki. 9-15
· Athaliah (Q), Joash, Amaziah, Azariah (J) Ch. 11-12

· 4th Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Zechariah 
Ch. 13-15

6. 5th dynasty, Fall of Israel (2 Ki. 15-17)

· Shallum Ch. 15
· 5th:Menahem, Pekahiah Ch. 15
· Pekah Ch. 15
· Jotham (J) Ch. 15

· Ahaz (J) Ch. 16
· Hoshea Ch. 15-17
11 – JUDAH ALONE (2 Ki. 18-25)

1. Hezekiah’s reform (2 Ki. 18-20)

· Reformed efforts; Military victories 
Ch. 18
· Assyria invades, God saves Ch. 18-19
· Hezekiah’s illness, 15 yrs Ch. 20
2. Manasseh and Amon (2 Ki. 21)

· Manasseh’s idolatries, God’s judgment upon Judah v. 1-18
· Amon continues evil, killed by people 
v. 19-26
3. 
Josiah’s reform (2 Ki. 22-23)

· Temple repair, book found. Ch. 22
· Josiah’s covenant w/ God Ch. 23
· Reforms made, Passover reinstituted
Ch. 23
4. Kings before the fall (2 Ki. 23-24)

· Jehoahaz Ch. 23
· Jehoiakim; rebels against Babylon 
Ch. 23-24
5. Judah falls(2 Ki. 24)

· Jehoiachin reigns, taken to Babylon 
V. 10-16
· Mattaniah (Zedekiah) made vassal king V. 17-20
12 – CAPTIVITY (2 Ki. 25; 2 Chron. 36)

1. 70 years of captivity (2 Ki. 25)
· Jerusalem besieged, burned, plundered Ch. 25
· Gedaliah made governor Ch. 25
2. Messages of hope (Daniel, Ezekiel)

· Gentiles would dominate until the Messiah comes Daniel
· Jerusalem destroyed, then restored Ezekiel
3. Cyrus’ decree (2 Chron. 36)

· Fulfillment of Jeremiah (Isaiah and Ezekiel) v. 22
· Encourages people to return v. 23
13 – RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY 
(Ezra-Esther)

1. 1st Return: Temple Rebuilt (Ezra 1-6)

· The return Ch. 1-2
· Construction: hindered and resumed 
Ch. 3-6
2. Esther saves Israel (Esther)

· Esther replaces Vashti Ch. 1-2
· Mordecai prevails over Haman Ch. 2-7
· Israel survives genocide Ch. 8-10
3. 2nd Return: Ezra’s reforms (Ezra 7-10)

· Ezra returns  Ch. 7-8
· Ezra leads reformation Ch. 9-10
4. 3rd Return: Nehemiah’s reforms (Nehemiah)
· Nehemiah returns: wall rebuilt Ch. 1-6
· Ezra’s reforms Ch. 7-10
· Nehemiah’s reformCh. 11-13
5. A Corrupt Nation (Malachi 1-2)

· God loves Israel Ch. 1
· Priestly corruption Ch. 1
· Priests and people rebuked Ch. 2
6. The Coming Messiah
(Malachi 3-4)
· Messenger being sent Ch. 3
· Return to God Ch. 3
· ‘Elijah’ coming first Ch. 4
14 – YEARS OF SILENCE
1. Maccabean revolt
· Hellenization met w/ rebellion
· 100 years of independence
2. Jewish parties
· New sects
· New institutions
3. Roman Empire
· Jewish civil war
· Pompey captures Jerusalem
4. Herod the Great given Judea
· Appointed king over Judea
· Rebuilds temple

· Herod’s death

15 – LIFE OF CHRIST (Luke)

1. Early years (Luke 1-2)
· Birth of John Lk. 1
· Birth of Jesus Lk. 2
· When Jesus was twelve Lk. 2
2. Early Judean ministry (Luke 3-4)

· Preparing the way of the Lord Lk. 3
· John baptizes Jesus Lk. 3
· Genealogy of Jesus Lk. 3
· Satan tempts Jesus Lk. 4
3. Galilean ministry (Luke 4-9)

· Rejected at Nazareth Lk. 4
· Disciples and apostles Lk. 5
· Jesus’ sermon Lk. 6
· Jesus’ sovereignty Lk. 7-9
4. Set for Jerusalem (Luke 9-19)

· Rejected in Samaria Lk. 9
· 70 sent out to preach Lk. 10
· Teachings, parables & rebuke Lk. 10-19
5. The last week (Luke 19-21)

· Jesus enters Jerusalem Lk. 19
· Questioned by detractors Lk. 20
· Teaching of His return Lk. 21
6. 
Death and resurrection (Luke 22-24)

· Preparing the Passover Lk. 22
· Jesus betrayed Lk. 22
· From arrest to the cross Lk. 22-23
· Resurrection and ascension Lk. 24
16 – EARLY CHURCH (Acts)

1. The beginning (Acts 1-2)

· Jesus ascends to heaven Ch. 1
· Choosing next apostle Ch. 1
· Day of Pentecost Ch. 2
2. Preaching, persecution, growth (Acts 3-8)

· Preaching in Jerusalem Ch. 3-4
· Persecution Ch. 4-7
· Gospel spreads Ch. 8
3. Paul’s conversion (Acts 9)

· Road to Damascus v. 1-19
· Immediately proclaims Christ v. 20-30
4. Gentiles Accepted (Acts 10-12)

· Visions: Cornelius & Peter Ch. 10
· Gentiles hear the gospel Ch. 10
· Peter defends Gentile conversions 
Ch. 11
· Peter arrested/delivered Ch. 12
5. Paul’s Journeys (Acts 13-20)

· First journey Ch. 13-15
· Second journey Ch. 15-18
· Third journey Ch. 18-20
6. Paul Arrested, sent to Rome (Acts 20-28)
· Back to Jerusalem Ch. 20
· Arrested Ch. 21-26
· Sent to Rom Ch. 27-28
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