
 Jeremiah and the Ruined Loincloth 
 

In Jeremiah Chapter 13, God teaches Jeremiah and Judah a lesson on the 
consequences of departing from God.  God told Jeremiah to “buy a linen 
loincloth and put it around your waist [and] go to the Euphrates and hide it there 
in a cleft of the rock.”(vs.1-4). Jeremiah did as God commanded, and “after many 
days” God told him to go dig up the loincloth that he had abandoned (v. 6). 
When Jeremiah recovered his loincloth, he found that it “was spoilt; it was good 
for nothing.” (v.7).  

The Lord then explained to Jeremiah that the “evil people, who refuse to hear 
my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart...shall be like this loincloth, 
which is good for nothing.”(v. 10).  In verse 11, God states: “For as the loincloth 
clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole 
house of Judah cling to me, declares the LORD, that they might be for me a 
people, a name, a praise, and a glory, but they would not listen.”  

While this particular instance involved the transgressions of the houses of Israel 
and Judah, God was teaching an effective lesson on the state of man when he 
leaves God, follows his own heart, and lets the surrounding world ruin his spirit. 
We all know what happens when we leave some clothes outside for many days. 
Without our protection, the clothes become ruined by the elements of the 
world.  As a consequence, the clothes are “good for nothing”. 

No matter where we are in our faith; whether we are young or old in age and 
experience, whether we are weak or strong in our faith, whether we are wise 
and knowledgeable or still learning from the milk of the Word; every single one 
of us will stumble off course and become gradually ruined unless we continually 
cling to God.  None of us are so wise and strong that we can “let go” of God or 
wane from godliness and still remain strong in faith. None of us are so strong in 
the faith that we could stop reading God’s word and expect to remain strong in 
the Lord. To claim otherwise would suggest godliness and purity are attributable 
to man, not God.  We must continue to draw near to God, so that we will 
continue to draw near to us (James 4:8).  

It’s easy to give in to Satan and let our hearts and minds go astray – but we 
cannot let this happen. Let us seriously meditate on this lesson from Jeremiah 
13, and continue to hold fast to God – to keep reading his word and striving to 
bear good fruit - lest we begin to stumble away from the Lord and become 
ruined by the elements of the world around us. 

 

In Christ,  
Will  
 

 


